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1. The statement submitted by the Minister- presidents of tie Russian 
_ Zone to the Allied Control Council was formulated by the SED 
Minister- Presidents of Saxony, Thuringia, See inet and Branden- 
t 


burg. HUtlbener, LDP mMinister- president of Saxony-Anhalt, states that 
it is his belief that the Hinister-presidents were acting upon 
orders from the Central Secretariat of the SED, which iz controlled 
by Valter Ulbricht. At the time when the statement was written, 
-Hibener claims that he was vacationing in Gabelbach (Thuringia). 
Minister-President Paul of Thuringia visited him there -1d acquainted 
him briefly and superficially with the proposed letter, omitting 

to mention any items which might be unacceptable to th: UDP Minister-~ 
President. Whether or not Paul intentionally concealed chese items, 
Hibener has been uneie to determine. Hilbener said the he was in 
agreement with the main points to be presented, as they vere out~ 
lined by Paul; however, he expected that he would late: secelve a 
ae of the. statement for approval and signatur=. Such was 
not the case. 


2. Httbener first read the statement as submitted to the Al‘ied Control 
Council in the SED organ, Freiheit, in Halle/Saale. This newspaper 
carried a special comment on the fact that even Hilbener ad approved 
it. Htlbener thereupon directed a written protest agair:5 the dis- 
honerable conduct of his colleagues to Minister-FPreside = Steinhoff 
of Brandenburg, the actual author of the statements; copies were 
sent to the Minister- Presidents of Thuringia, Mecklenburg, and 
Saxony. During the morning of 2 August 1947 Htlbener he’d 4 conference 
with members of the Halle press and released the following statement 
for publication: 


"I read the wording of the statement of the winister- 
Presidents of the Russian Zone of cevnation to * * 
Allied Control Couneil for the first time in yes“coday's 
newspapers. I do not approve the statement in 1%: 
entirety and would not have signed it without bas. 
omissions and changes, hed it been shown me befo:: 
being sent." 
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That noon ail journalists who hed been present at the conference 
with Hilbener were ordered to report immediately to the SAS 

because it vas Saturday, however, only two of them could be reached. 
The SMA authorities explained that Htbener's statement must not 

be published, and made threats of harsh punishment if this order 
were disobeyed. In the evening an official of the state is of- 
fice collected all copies of Htlbener's statement from the various 
newspaper editors to whom they had been submitted. 


On the same day Htibener was requested to visit General Sri yakhtenko, 
Commander-in-Chief af the state of Saxony-Anhalt. Althougn he 

s€ med ‘greatly disturbed by the whole incident, Shirkhtezko 
treated Hibener with the utmost courtesy, apparéntly in av attempt 
to. persuade him to withdraw his statement voluntarily. I: told 

the Minister-Ffresident that he had behaved disloyally in “ailing 

to inform the Sia before releasing the statement to the press and 
that such a move might well have caused a rupture in their relations. 
He reminded Httbener of the help given him when he wanted to go to 
the Munich Conference. “hen Hilbener suggested that Shiyz'thtenko 
simply forbid the publication of the statement, the latter replied 
that he wished to adhere to democratic means and that Hiibener 
should withdraw it of his own eccord. He went on to say shat 
Hiibener’s action was more offensive to the Soviet Union than to. 
his fellow Minister-Presidents. Thereuvon Hiibener pointe’ out that 
the statement submitted by the Minister-Presidents to the \llied — 
Control Council was surely offensive to the United State: 
Shlyakhtenko indicated that this was not his concern. Ai -he end 
of the conference, which lasted two hours, it was agreed “at the 
SMA would let the matter rest, retaining Hiitbener's stater:.t, until 
Hitbener had discussed it with LDP chairman Killz in Berlin sa 

6 August 1947. Hulbener stated later that he realized the; he had 
not acted in good faith, but that unless he prescnted the wssiane 
with a "fait accompli" the move would have been completely useless. 


During a confidential conversation, Hilbener gave those pr sent to 
understand that he has no intention of retiring from offi.:; the 
SMA has not requested his resignation, nor was it aceepte when 
he offered it at the time of the Munich Conference. He tb .ieves 
that the SIA places some value upon his knowledge and int *ligence 
as qualities rarely found among SED politicians. He pers. ually 
wishes to continue to occupy his uncomfortable position fur two 
reasons: 


a. He is the only Minister-President of the Russian Zone 

; not obliged to execute the orders of the Sentra? 
Secretariat of the SED and is, therefore,always le to 
oppose Communistic policies, thus preventing th SED 
from advancing provosals of too radical a natw . 


b. He fears that he would be succeeded by either = :srong 
SED or a wéak LDP man, under whose administrati - the 
last vestiges of a free democratic policy would ‘anish. 


As possible successors he mentioned Carl Delius, formerly ‘hairman 

of the LDP fraction in Saxony-Anhalt, and the LDP deputy, Jless, 
formerly chief mayor of Dessau, both of whom he believes | lack 

the proper qualifications for the office. The Russians m ‘ht sup- 
rort Studienrat Schwarze from Dessau, a member of the LDP, Vice~ 
President of the Landtag and now Ministerial Director in the Ministry 
of Education and Religion of Sa:sony-Anhalt. As a likely SFD candi- 
date, the present Minister of the Interior of Saxony-Anhalt, Robert 
Siewert, was named. Htlbener also thought it conceivable that a 
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Minister-~President might be selected from the SED centre? 
Secretariat er from the central administrations in Berlin. 


“hen asked whether he was going to make a trip to the western | 
zones, Hlibener replied that the SMA would raise ho objections; 
indeed, 1t would probably lend him assistance in obtaining the 
necessary papers. In any case, he would not consider a “light to 
the West, and 1f he should resign it vould be done quite 
undramatically. 
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